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WHY DO PLAYGROUNDS NEED TO BE INSPECTED AND AUDITED?
The main reason

is to prevent and/or reduce accidents.
In Puerto Rico there are more than 1,000 passive parks

 where playgrounds are installed without any knowledge of the
safety parameters required by the National
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).

That is why lawsuits based on lack of inspection and maintenance of
playgrounds  to the Government and Private Sector are incrementing.

A certified playground gives the owner and/or administrator the peace of mind of knowing
that it complies with the safety standards of the NRPA.  If, by any chance, there is an accident,

they know that it will not be caused by lack of safety and/or poor installation of their playgrounds.
City Park Equipment, leader in the Playground Equipment market in Puerto RIco has the

services of Odette Preston, CPSI (Certified Playground Safety Inspector).  This certification is very
important because now we are able to prevent possible risk factors associated with the use,

installation and or maintenance of playground equipment Island wide.
A playground equipment may look safe, but if wrongly installed or without the proper maintenance

program, it can be unsafe and potentially harmful for our children.
The Inspector’s main job is to identify real and potential risk factors on installed playground equipment.

Then the findings are prioritized in order of risk and recommendations are given to the owner
or administrator as of how to solve those findings in order to make the

playground equipment a safe environment for our children.
Initially, playgrounds are audited to see if they comply with the American SOciety of Testing
and Material (ASTM) and the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) standards.

Then a series of test are executed to determine possible risks factors that can cause trappings,
strangulation, or protusions that can end up in amputations,

cuts and/or bruises to internal organs.
As a final step, all the findings are documented with recommendations as to what

are the safety measures that have to be taken in order to make the playground safe.
Also, as part of the inspection, signs for each playground equipment are verified to see

if the age group complies with the playground features.
Chock absorption materials (sand, rubber etc.) are also checked to

certify that they comply with the safety standards.
These materials are very important because

they reduce the impact of falls from the
playground equipment.

Odette Preston Certified Playground Safety Inspector

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT & SITE FURNITURE


